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TOWN OFFICERS 


TOWN OF PLYMOUTH 


= OOMPRISING DHOSK OF THES 


TREASURER, SELECTMEN, OVERSEER OF THE 
POOR, SCHOOL COMMITTEE. grc.. 


POR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1880: 


PLYMOUTH, N. H. 
Graftob Coumty Democrat Job Print, Bass & Hotightoi), Managers, 
1880, 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen tn account with the Town of Plymouth. 


Dr. 
To cash received for town notes given, $1,200 
“s ‘« from County for support of 
paupers, 641 
Cash received from State Treasurer, 1,954 
as “ Holderness, lighting Pem- 
igewasset bridge, LO 
Cash received from sales, jugs and liquor kegs 
sold, 5 
Cash received from sales of lots in cemetery 
after paying all its expenses for 1879, ists 
Cash received from New Hampton for sup- 
port of paupers, 35 
Cash received from plow beam sold, [ 
c es Woodstock for suppert of 
paupers, 3 
$3,876 
Cr. 


By cash paid Town Treasurer, $3,876 


50 


94 


04 


TREASUKER’S REPORT. 


L. M. Hows, Treasurer, tu account with the Town of 


Plymouth. 
1879. ; 
March 1, To cash in the. hands of col- 
, lector for 1870, $io0 §2 
Ditto, 1871, 219 79 
Ditto, "1878, i,271 04 


To cash in the hands of the treasurer, 2,127 64 


ee 


To State, County, Town and School 


taxes on residents for 1879. 9.822 g2 
taxes on non-residenes for 1879, in- 

cluding highway taxes, 322 87 
taxes on dogs for 1879, 94 00 


To special tax on School District No. 6, 
on residents, 50 14 
Ditto. on non-residents. 2 08 


May 16, To cash_ received of Town 
Clerk for billiard licenses, 
tax omitted in assessment of 137g. 
tS8o. 
March 1, Cash received of the Select- 


men. 


Dr. 


$3.628 99 


10.239 79 


52 22 


TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 5 


Cr. 
Paid George W. Garland, special tax 
onSchool District No. 2, $48 oo 
Silas W. Davis, return of births 
and deaths, 3 00 
Tristram Rogers, retura of births 
and deaths, 2 co 
F. W. A. Robie, care of town hall 
November, 1878, 5 00 
5 AES aed 
Paid Alvin Burleigh, fire ward, 19 00 
Webster. Russell & Co., materials 
furnished fire precinct in 1877, 3 79 
J. Burrows, repairing fire engine, 3 50 
L. C. Payne, 7 ‘rand 
cans furnished April, 1877, 3 50 
: seat Ae 
Paid C. H. Kimball. printing no- 
tices for return of inventory, i i OO 
A. G. Smythe for inventory book, i 25 
F. C.  Lougee. printing license 
blanks, I 25 
C. H. Kimball, printing town re- 
ports, 1878, 20 00 
Bass & Houghton, printing coast- 
ing notices, ; 50 
Jos. Burrows, printing check-lists, 
and express on same, 1O 15 
Van N. Bass, blank books and sta- 
tionery, 14 30 
 aeRETRRE NT 48 45 


Ae ees ee ee 


Amount carried forward, $136 24 


6 TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


Amount brought forward, 
Paid Seth Doton, special tax in School 
District No. 6, $39 52 
Ditto, 7 29 


Paid County Treasurer, on the county 
tax, 2,000 Oo 
Ditto, balance county tax, 459 49 


Paid D. F. Cummings, surveying in 1879, 3 50 


M. S. Brown, rent of town hall, 55 00 
Daniel W. Grant, iron pins for 
highways. 1 60 


wee 


School money paid the several districts, 
including the literary money : 


District No. 1, 162 28 
825 Sg 

3: 137 61 

e 4 78 85 

5; 71 98 

; 6, 184 62 

: 7 60 43 

7: 8, 89 56 

95 139-4 

st 12, | 123 38 
Union district. 12 67 


FOR BOUNTIES. 
Paid William A. Russell, on 4 foxes, 2 00 
Heury M. Morse, on 1 hawk, 20 


Amount carried forward, 


$136 24 


46 81 


2.459 49 


1,878 21 


2 20 


ae ee ee 


$4,583 05 


———————————eSSrl ee ee 


TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


Amount brought forwerd, 
FOR SHEEP KILLED BY DOGS. 
Paid Calvin Clark, for t1 sheep, 
Jona. J. Nutting, 
M. S. Brown, 


FOR SERVICES OF POLICE OFFICERS. 


Paid John F. Sanborn, at the fair, 
John Chandler, i 
Samuel M. Morse, 
C, A. Fellows, as police and care 
transients and repaixs of lobby, 
J. U. Farnham, police for 1879-80, 


FOR LIGHTING BRIDGES. 

Paid Jesse S. Wallace, services light 
ing the Pem. bridge one year to 
March 1, 1880, 

Moses Sargent, services lighting 
the Baker’s river bridge one year 
to March 1, 188o. 

John Mason, for oil, 

Plummer Fox, for oil and wicks. 


Bat, st. (Clair, 66 6s 


FOR MAINTAINING PUBLIC WATER- 
TERING TROUGHS. 
Paid T. S. and G. W. Martin, 
D. F. Cummings, 
Charles H. Morrill, tor 1879-80, 
C. A. Lewis, 
Smith Rowe, 


Amounts carried forward, 


14 00 


33 25 


34 50 


38 47 


a 


$4,689 27 


8 TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


2 


Amounts brought forward, 


Paid ‘Thomas J. Adams, 
J. P. Dustin, 


CEMETERY AND HEARSE EXPENSES. 
Paid James Keeble, services with hearse 
at 29 funerals, 
Ditto, for painting and repairing 
hearse. 
Foster’ S. Batchelder. for set of 
traverse runners for the hearse, 
Philander Wood, for ironing set of 
traverse runners for hearse, 
Clark G. Batchelder, painting 


sleigh runners, 


COSTS IN THE WOOSTER AND SWA- 
SEY SUITS. 
Paid Wm. G. Hull’s expenses to Con- 
cord, 
N. B. Bryant, attorney’s fees, 
Burrows & Jewell, attorneys’ fees 
in Swasey suit for 1878, 
Burrows & Jewell, attorneys’ fees 
in Wooster and Swasey suits, ’79, 
The committee, for witness fees 
in Wooster suit in 1879, 


Paid Seth Doton, extra expenses for the 
poor, 
Seth Doten, Overseer, for support 
of the poor, 


Amount carried forward, 


$15 00 
I 50 
3 00 


58 00 
5 00 
13 oo 
10 50 


2 00 


$5,912 48 


$4,689 27 


19 50 


es _ 


88 50 


235 62 


879 59 


eee ee ee She aS pe 


s 
iJ 


Amounts brought forward. 
Paid town notes and interest on town 
notes, 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 

Paid Andrew R: Smith, for relaying 
and rubbling culvert near O: 
Avery place, 

Andrew R. Smith, relaying abut- 
ments on the Cayes bridge, 
Andrew R. Smith, for building 
culvert at the Hobart bridge, 
George W. Garland, labor with 
team on Baker’s river bridge, 


TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


$120 Gd 
30 00 
80 00 


43 00 


Wo. R. Park, for 3800 feet plank | 


and timber for the Hobart bridge, 


PAID TOWN OFFICERS. 

‘ Paid Chas. A. Jewell, services as Su- 
perintendent of schools for the 
year ending March, 1878, 

Jos. Burrows, services as Supervis* 
or, 1879, 

Chas. H. Bowles, set'vices as su 
pervisor, 1879, 

Wm. W. Gibson, services as su* 
pervisor, 1879, 

Frank C. Lougee, services Town 
Clerk 1879; 

Seth Doton, services as Overseer 
of Poor, 1879, ; 

Geo. W. Garland, services as Se- 
lectman, 1879, 

‘Jona. L. Clay, ditto, 


Amounts carried forward: 


jo°.04 


55 00 
Iq OOo 
8 oo 
8 oo 
32 00 


104 GO 
86 50 


y 
$5,912 48 


3,866 16 


306 30 


ee near nace 


$10,084 84 


10 TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


Amount brought forward, $10,084 84 
Paid A. G. Smythe, ditto, and for ex- ’ 
penses paid out, | $134 co 
L. M. Howe, services as Town 
Treasurer, 1879, 40 00 
W. W. Wilkinson, services as Col- 
lector, 1878, 26 0O 
Ditto, 1879, (in part), {30 00 
Chas. A. Jewell, services as Su- 
perintendent of Schools, 1879. 60 00 
a 777 (5° 
; d 
Paid Thomas Presssy. rent of land for 
lobby, 1§ 00 
Solon A. Carter, State Treasurer, 
the State tax for 1879, 1,580 090 
W. W. Wilkinson, abatement of 
taxes for 1878, 79 44 


A. G. Smythe, rent of room for the 
Selectmen for year ending March 


1, 1880, 20 0G 
The collector for tion-resident high- 
way taxes worked, 51 09 


PE 1,745 53 


Money paid for the support of high- 
ways in addition to the highway taxes ; 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 
Paid Smith Rowe, labor on highways, 4 54 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 
Paid Elbridge G. Sargent, land taken 
for highways in 1879, on Weeks 
street, 2 00 


Amounts carried forward, $2 00 $12,611 40 


TOWN saoseligel oe OF PLYMOUTH, ij 
Amourts haere Sorwerd, ee oo $12,611 4o 
Paid Lewis F. and Harriet N. Merrill. 
land taken for new highway, be- 
ing Merrill street, and extension! 
of Highland avente, 300 00 
Nathan H. Weeks, land taken for 
highway in 1879, known as Mer- 
rill and Weeks streets. 450 00 
Cyrus Sargent. for putting down 
crossing neat the Methodist 


church in 1877. bt 48 
Wm. A. Burns, sutveying toad, 2 00 
B. F:. St. Clair, land taken for 
highway on Weeks street. 5 00 
<= 766-45 
DISTRICT NO, 6, 
Paid John L,. Harron, breaking reads. rage, 
Elliot D. Hall. ie: 3 70 
Willis Kidder, - froni 


Dec. 23, 1878, to April 26, 1879, 16 60 
Wim. H. Marshall, breaking roads 


in March and April. 2 85 

C. C. Wade, repairing highways 
in 1879, 4 00 

John L. Harron. breaking roads 
in 1879, 3 6a 

ee 37 OF 
DISTRICT No. 7. 

Paid John X. Brown, hreaking roads to 
April 17, 1879, 4 66 
Moses Pervier, ditto, 6 04 
Chase P. Leavitt, building culvert. 2 25 

Moses Pervier, drawing stene for 
culverts, 3, 00 


Amounts carried forward. $14 28 $13,414 82 


12 LOWN KEPORT OF PLYMOUTH, Wa 
— 
Amounts brought forward, 14 28 1345414 82 
Paid John X. Brown, tor overwork on 
highways, 16 i2 
J. E, Avery, labor on PIgRWAYS, i 50 
John X. Brown, 4 08 
Moses Pervier, S 3075 
Wm. J. Ames, breaking roads, ’79 
and March, 188o, ’ 2 62 
ag 36 35 


DISTRICT NO, 8 
Paid Jona. L. Clay, breaking roads to 
May 1, 1879, : 3 60 
Herman L. Clay, do., to Apr. a, 79, 6 67 
Jasper E. Avery, covering stone 
and labor, St gee 
——— t& 7 
DISTRICT NO. 9. 
Paid Greenleaf R. Cummings, break- 


ing roads, Rade ke 
Ditto, ditto, to May g, 1879, 4 96 
Ditto, repairing culvert and lum- 
ber furnished for same, to 50 
Ditto, breaking and repairing roads, 11 51 
| 34 96 
DISTRICT NO: i0. 
Paid Samuel M. Morse, breakitig and 
repairing roads, and furnishing 
guide-posts and plank, 29 20 
Frank P. Morse, labor on highways, 2 62 
: . 31 82 


DISTRICT NO. 11, 
Paid Jos. S. Blodgett, cutting out drifts 
on April 21, 22 and 23, in 1879, - 9 2§ 


Amounts carried forward. $9 25 $13,536 67 


SSS a 


Amounts bvought forward, 
Paid W. D. Blodgett. same work on 
same days. 
Noah D, Melvin, ditto, 
J. A. Penniman, ditto, 
Charles H. Morrill, ditto. 
H. B. Perkins, ditto, 
ef labor and plank te- 
laying culvert, 
Wm. D. Blodgett, labor on highs 


way from Feb. 22 to April, 1879. 
Noah D. Melvin, labor on highway 


from Jan. 4 to April 1, 1879, 
James Peabody, labor on highway 


int 1879, 
Charles H. Morrill, labor on high- 


TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH, 


$9 25 


way from Feb. 22 to April 12, °79g, 16 47 


Charles Morse, labor on highway 
in 1879, 

Wm: D, Blodgett, labor on high- 
way and plank furnished. 

H. B. Perkins, breaking roads, 


DISTRICT NO. 12: 
Paid Isaac Huckias, breaking roads to 
"May 6, 1879, 

Geo. W. Garland, building bank 
wall and cash paid for labor on 
line between D, Webster and 
town lands, 


DISTRICT NO. 13: 


Paid Wm. K. Adams, for plank and 
stringers furnished in 1879, | 


Amount carried forward, 


$13,536 67 


120 6g 


25 OF 


pecs a 90 
$13,686 78 


14. 


TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


Amount brought forward, 
DISTRICT NO, 14. 


Paid Nathan Blake, lumber for highways, 


DISTRICT NO, 16, 


Paid Myron J. Clark, overwork on high- 


ways to April 1, 1879, 

Geo. A. Clark, timber furnished 
for Cayes brook bridge, | 

H. H. Whittemore, plank furnish- 
ed in 1878-9, 


DISTRICT NO. 16. 
Paid William Harriman, labor on high- 
ways in 1878-9. to Mar. 15, ’79, 
Wm. W. Gibson, clay furnished 
for road, 


DISTRICT NO, 17. 
Paid Edwin S. Weeks, work on Avery 
and Hobart bridges in 1879, 


DISTRICT NO. 18. 
Paid C. C. Hawkins, use of land for 


_ bighway, 


DISTRICT NO, 19. 
Paid G. P. Cook, labor on highways, 


Paid W. W. Wilkinson, Collector, for' 
abatement of taxes assessed in ’79, 


Amounts carrted forward. 


7 10 


20 00 


4 05 


Ne ne 


48 18 
$48 18 


$13,686 78 
7 10 
34 36 


15 25 


25 35 


$13,794 34 


a 
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Auditors for 1880, § 60 


Taxes in hands of the Collector for t870, to §a 

&e a6 66 tS7!, 219 vie) 

2 F * 1879, 1,035 03 

Cash in the hands of the Treasurer, 2,721 43 
4,039 95 


$17,543 04 
L. M. HOWE, Treasure?. 


INDEDTEDNESS OF THE TOWN MARCH 1, 1880, 


Due on notes and interest to March 1, i88e, 16,228 34 
District No. 2, balance of special tax, 14897, 13, 88 

ts ts és 1878, §0 00 

: 6. : 18795 5 41 

A $, balance literary money. 1879, 8 96 

i 7 a 1870; 1 45 


Fire district balance. 4 16 


oe er 


$16,312 22 


ASSE'TS, 

Balance of J. F. & W.F. Langdon. note and ine 
terest, : 927 48 
Van N. Bass, note and interest, | 29 31 
Due from County, for support of paupers, 185 63 
_ Cash in hands of Overseer of Poor, 7 15 
Due from W.. F. Langdon, for stone post, 13 50 
for lot in cemetery sold Enos Stevens, - 15 00 
Stone post st cemetery (estimated), | 20 00 
Highway tools (estimated). to 00 


Amount carried forward, $1,206 o 
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Amount brought forward, 


Taxes in hands of Collector, 1870, 10 52 
a AS 1571, 219 79 
Ss +6 1870, 


Cash in hands of Treasurer of 1879, 


Balance against the town. tt,t92 38 
Debt less than last year, 2.433 29 


G. W. GARLAND, 


A. G. SMYTHE, 
JONA. L. CLAY, 


$1 206 07 


230 31 
1,035 03 
2,721 43 


$5,192 28 


Selectmen 


of 


Plymouth, 


We have examined the preceding accounts of the Select« 
men and Treasurer for the year ending March 1, 1880, and 


find them correctly cast and properly vouched. 


SILAS W. DAVIS, } Auditors, 


PLUMMER FOX, 
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REPORT OF THE OVERSEER OF THE POOR. 


Overseer of the Poor in account with the town of Plymouth 


for the year ending March 1, 1880. Dr, 
May. Order on County Treasurer, $420 SO 
Nov. is ee 220 O61 
Orders on Town Treasurer, 875 00 
Cash received from New Hampton, 35 00 
sh Woodstock. 3 50 


or) D115 54..91 


Cr. 
Paid for support of Samuel Foster, $207 45 
Joe Mrs. Fanny Clark, 56 50 
+ W. Webber and wife, 57 50 
Pag nna «BD. Crooker ; 
and family, 106 00 
George R. Cayes, at 
Reform School, 13, 66 
John G. Barrett, 22 89 
hs Mrs. J. C. Gilpat- 
rick and son, 110 OO 
Dana Fifield, 5 00 
a Henry Plaisted boy,- 35 00 
oF the Hunt boy, 3 50 
2 transients, Fiat) 
- Benjamin Leavitt, 5 84 
‘i Mrs. C. B. Adams, 23 90 
Joseph C. Cayes, 15 00 
for the support and burial of Mrs. 
Sarah “I. Stevens, [22 11 
for the support and burial of Reu- 
ben Powers, 34. 00 


for the support of Mrs. Roxanna 
Stearns, 12 oO 


18 TOWN REPORT OF PLYMOUTH. 


Paid Selectmen an order on County 


Treasurer, 420 80 
Ditto, 220 61 
Cash received from New Hampton paid 
to Selectmen, 35 00 
received from Woodstock paid to 
Selectmen, 3 50 
in hands of Overseer, 7 1 


$1,554 of 


SETH DOTON, Overseer of the Poor. 


REPORT OF SUPERINTENDENT OF CEME- 
TERIES FOR THE YEARS 1879 and 1880. 


By cash received from sale of lots, $135 oo 
1879. | 
Oct. 8, To cash paid J. F. Sanborn’s bill, 6 64 
Oct. 10. +: Andrew R. Smith, 15 00 
Dec. 8. es J. N. Smith, 18 14 
1880, 
Jan. 15. ¢ Moody Page. for well. 50 00 
t 4 interest. 6 00 
Hf ? cP bill, ’ 2 00 
Feb. 13, as Henry Cumming’s bill, 2 00 
21, 4; A. W. Avery, for services, 10 00 
23% Hy Selectmen, 25 24 
$135 00 
Money due from W. F, Langdon. for 
stone post, $13 50 
due from Enos Stevens. for lot, 15 Go 


A. W. AVERY. Superintendent. 


Rakes Ry | 


cmeoOR THRE SUPERIN TENDING <x 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


see() Dc: 


mown OF PLYMOUTH. 
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FELLOW CITIZENS= 

In accordance with the requirements of law, and the established 
custom of our Commonwealth, I herewith submit my annual report, 
upon the condition and progress of ottr schools, with such suggestions 
und recommendations as I deein important for your consideration, 
For three years, through your kindness, I have held the office of 
School Commiittee, aid have labored for the improverment and 
success of our schools;I have tried to raise the standard of our teachers 
und increase the efficiency of eur conimon schools; but my experience 
satisfies mie, that the best results can net be secured under our pres- 
ent system. 


METHOD OF SELECTING TEACHERS. 


L regard it as one of the worst features of out school system, that 
your Committee has no power in the selection and employment of 
teachers. We cannot have good schools without good teachers, hence 
their judicious selection becomes a niatter of vital importance. The 
Prudential Committees of the several districts, have absolute control 
in the employment of teachers, aod the Superintenditg Committee 
can only exercise the veto power, where the teacher fails to pass a 
legal exaniination, In most cases the teacher is hired and publicly 
unnounced through the district, a boarding plate secured, and all the 
arrangements made for the commencement of the school, before the Su- 
perintending Committee has an opportunity to examine, or judge of 
the teacher’s qualifications or fitness for the particular school. Te 
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refuse a certificate then, is to publicly disgrace and unjustly injure 
the teacher, antagonize the Prudential Committee, and perhaps 
cause dissension in the district. Teachers should be examined first, 
and then employed or rejected, instead of being first hired and then ex- 
amined as is now the case. In my judgement it would be far better 
for a town committee or board of education, to examine and employ 
all teachers, and assign them to such schools, as they are best adapt- 
ed to teach. A teacher may be just suited to a particular school and 
succeed well in it, but wholly fail in another. The Committee could 
look over the schools, see the class of scholars, and select only such 
teachers as are fitted for-the places. Many evils would thus be rem- 
edied, and better teachers would be employed. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES. 


In most cases Prudential Committees serve without compensation, 
and are not selected with reference to any special fitness for the po- 
sition. In some districts the office is held by rotation, and often 
those are elected, who take little or no interest in the real welfare of 
the schools. They rarely, if ever, visit the schools, and pay little at- 
tention to the condition of school property. This year, however, I be- 
lieve the districts have been more than usually fortunate, in the se- 
lection of their Committees, and in most cases, good teachers have 
been employed. The welfare of our schools and the proper expendi- 
ture of school money, require that only those best qualified, should 
be selected to serve as Prudential Committees. In my judgment, a 
large percentage of the school money throughout the State, is yearly 
wasted, through the incompetency or neglect of Prudential Com- 
mittees. 


CHANGE OF SYSTEM. 

I believe the best interests of our schools demand, that the pres- 
ent District and Prudential Committee system should be abolished, 
or materially changed. It may have answered well for the require- 
ments of the past, when the districts were more populous and schol- 
ars and property more equaily distributed through the town; but itcer- — 
tainly does not answer the requirements of the present. Time has 
wrought many changes. The tendency towards village centres, 
has resulted in an accumulation of wealth and scholars in the 
villages, and a very marked decrease in the wealth and popu- 
lation of the rural districts. Some of the districts, where a few 
years augo there were large and flourishing schools, are now 
almost deserted. The great inequality of school advantages, is one of 
the chief defects of the present system. Some of the distriets have only 
afew weeks of school during the year, while others have schools of good — 


te 
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length. By reason of this inequality, great injustice is done to the 
children in the smaller and less wealthy districts. The boys and girls 
who happen to have their homes in the smaller districts upon our hill- 
sides, demand at our hands an equal share in school privileges. Our 
great aim should be, to maintain the best schools at the least expense; 
and when the district system fails to secure these ends, it should be 
abandoned and a better system adopted. I believe the present dis- 
trict system, not only fails to secure these ends, but is an impediment 
to the success and progress of our schools. It tolerates poor and un- 
suitable school-houses, prevents equality of school advantages, and is 
both expensive and inefficient. 


TOWN SYSTEM. 


In my judgment, the adoption of what is called the town system, 
would afford the best remedy for existing evils. For the information 
of those who may not understand the real nature and purposes of that 
system, I will give below the provisions of our Statute upon that 
subject. 

“Any town may at any time abolish the school districts therein, 
and shall thereupon forthwith take possession of all the school-houses, 
land, apparatus, and other property owned and used for school pur- 
poses, which such districts might lawfully sell or convey. The prop- 
erty so taken shall be appraised under the direction of the town, and 
at the next annual assessment thereafter, a tax shall belevied upon the 
whole town, equal to the amount of the whole appraisal, and there shall 
be remitted to the tax payers of each district, the said appraised val- 
ue of its property thus taken, or the difference of the value of the 
property of the several districts, may be adjusted in any other manner 
agreed upon by the parties in interest. Such town shall then be con- 
sidered as one district, and shall have all the powers and liabilities of 
the same. Such districts composed of the whole town, shall at their 
annual meeting elect a Board of Education, who shall have and exer- 
cise all the powers and duties of Superintending and Prudential 
School Committees, and should any such district neglect to choose 
such Board of Education, the Selectmen shall on or before the twen- 
tieth day of April ensuing appoint such board.’”’ 

Gen. Laws, Chap. 86 and 87. 

Some of the advantages of this system are, that its design is to 
equalize school privileges throughout the town; that the town owns 
all the school-houses and keeps them in repair; that it simplifies 
school management and places the entire control and supervision of 
all the schools in one board; and that it secures a more judicious and 
economical expenditure of the school money. I respectfully urge and 
recommend the adoption of this system. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 


In 1885 there were twelve school districts in town. Since that 
time number 10 has been formed into a union district with an adjoin- 
ing district in Bridgewater, and during the past year number 7 has 
been united with an adjoining district in Hebron. Of the ten remain- 
ing districts, number 11, known as the Pike Hill district, has been 
without any organization for several years, and its school house is 
among the ruins of the past. There are several districts with few 
scholars and little money. In view of the changes that have taken 
place, and the present difficulty in apportioning the school money 
among the several districts, a re-arrangement of the district lines 
seems desirable, and unless the town should abolish its districts and 
adopt the town system, which ought to be done, I recommend that 
the Superintending School Committee and Selectmen be authorized 
and directed to re-distriet the town for school perposes, but that no 
radical changes be made. 


SCHOOL HOUSES. 


The school-houses in No. 4, 5 and 12 are unsuitable for school 
purposes, and those in some of the other districts are but little better. 
It seems to be the settled policy of some districts never to repair or 
pay any regard to the condition of their school-houses. What isto be 
done in these districts unless the town system is adopted? The dis- 
-tricts themselves can not rebuild their school-houses without great 
hardship; and yet something will need to be done soon; for these 
venerable old school-houses, which have so long stood as monuments 
to the wisdom of the fathers, and arownd which cluster so many 
pleasant memories will soon crumble into worthless ruins. 

In all the school-houses except in No. 6, and in the Village dis- 
trict, the blackboards are insufficient and almost worthless. I desire 
to call the attention of Prudential Committees to this matter, and urge 
upon them the necessity of providing suitable blackboards, 

In conclusion I desire to call your attention briefly to the pro- 
gress of the several schools during the year. 


DISTRICT NO, 1. 


The summier term of ten weeks, and the winter term of fourteen 
weeks, were both taught by Miss Mary E. Nutting. Good progress 
was made both teritis. Miss Nutting is an earnest, faithful teacher, 
and her efforts in this district have been valuable to the school. No. 
attending summer term, boys 12, girls 7, average attendance 16; No. 
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attending to Reading 19, Spelling 19, Arithmetic 18, Geography 9, 
Grammar 5, History 3. 

No. attending winter term, boys 12, girls 6, average attendance 
16; No. attending to Reading 18, Spelling 18, Arithmetic 17, Geogra- 
phy 7, Grammar 5, History 2. 


DISTRICT NO, 2. 


Under 4 contract between this district and the Trustees of the 
Normal School, the scholars of this district are under their control 
and the district pays to them all its school money. 

The Primary school is now under the charge of Miss FE, M. Reed. 
I need not say that this school, under its present management, is a 
first class school, for the people of the district are fully aware of that 
fact. Miss Reed is a very superior teacher and the district is fortu- 
nate to have the benefit of her services, 

The Grammar school is under the charge of Miss Susie M. Cate 
and the school is doing excellent work. Miss Cate is a competent 
and skillful teacher, 

The High school is in charge of Miss Ciara I’. Clark, whe is toe 
well known among the people of this district to need any word of 
commendation from me. She is an earnest, faithful and successful 
teacher, and her success in this school bas made her deservedly pop- 
ular, 

These schools are now used as training’ schools for the Normal 
school, and are under the supervision of the Principal and associate 
teachers of that institution. The largest number of scholars in the 
Primary school during the year has been 52, in the Grammar school 
44 and in the High school 26. These schools are now all in session, 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Miss Mary A. Sargent taught both the summer term of eight 
weeks and the winter term of twelve weeks with good success. I 
believe Miss Sargent has the elements of a good teacher, she is true 
and faithful in her work, and her methods are good. This is a 
pleasant and attractive school but the school-house is unworthy of so 
many bright boys and girls. There was good progress both terms. 
No. attending summer term, boys 5, girls 9; average attendance 12: 
No. attending to Reading 14, Spelling 14, Arithmetic 11, Geography 3, 
Grammar 5, History 5. 

No. attending winter term, boys 10, girls 9; average attendance 
14; No. attending to Reading 19, Spelling 19, Arithmetic 15, Ge- 
ography 5, Grammar 7, History 4. 
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DISTRICT NO. 4. 


This district has had a summer term of eight weeks and a fall 
term of thirteen weeks, both taught by Miss Sarah R. Ash. This 
was the teacher’s first school, and although the school was small, she 
worked faithfully and fair progress was made. It is undoubtedly the 
intention of the inhabitants of this district to preserve their school- 


house as a relic of the past, for they have carefully avoided making 


any repairs or changes for many years. The house resembles a jail 
more than a school-house. No. attending summer term, boys 3, girls 
5, average attendance 7; No. attending to Reading 8, Spelling 8, Ar- 
ithmetic 7, Geography 5, Grammar 3, History 2. 

No. attending fall term, boys 4, girls 5, average attendance 8; No. 
attending to Reading 9, Spelling 9, Arithmetic 9, Geography 5, Gram- 
mar 4, History +4. 


DISTRICT NO. 6.. 


The summer term of eight weeks was taught by Charles S. Coffin. 
and under his therough instruction and accurate training the 
-school made rapid progress. Mr. Coffin is a good teacher. He inter- 
ests his pupils and governs them without the appearance of eftort. 
No. attending, boys 4, girls 7, average attendance 10; No. attending 
to Reading 11, Spelling 11, Arithmetic 8, Geography 8, Grammar 1, 
History 1. 

The fall term of eleven weeks was taught by Fred. A. Wells, 
whose faithful work showed good results. Theschool was quiet and 


studious and made good progress. No. attending, boys 4, girls 5, ay- 


erage attendance 8; No. attending to Reading 9, Spelling 9, Arithme- 
tie 6, Geography 6. Grammar 3. : 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 


The summer term of ten weeks was taught by Mrs. Abbie E. 
Horner. This school is the most difficult to manage of any in town. 
There is a lack of harmony in the district which is apparent in the 
school. The parents do not sufficiently sustain and co-operate with 
the teacher, and there are jealousies among parents and scholars. 
While this state of affairs exists the best results are impossible. I 
desire to urge upon the people of this district the importance of har- 
mony and co-operation with the teacher. Mrs. Horner tried to do 
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her duty this term, but she was not sustained by some of the parents 
in her efforts to discipline the school. No. attending, boys 14, girls 
18, average attendance 30; No. attending to Reading 32, Spelling 32, 
Arithmetic 29, Geography 23, Grammar 19, History 5. 

The second term of twelve weeks was taught by Miss Sarah A. 
Phillips, a teacher of large experience, who gave to the school her 
best efforts. The best of discipline was maintained through the 
term, and the school was a decided success. Miss Phillips is a reso- 
lute and efficient disciplinarian and a successful teacher, and in my 
judgment the district would do well to secure her services for another 
year. No. attending, boys 15, girls 17, average attendance 28; No. 
attending to Reading 32, Spelling 32, Arithmetic 27, Geography 24, 
Grammar 18, History 4. 


r 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 
UNION DISTRICT WITH HEBRON. 


The summer term of seven weeks was taught by Miss Etta O. 
Batchelder with good results. This was Miss Batchelder’s first school, 
but she gave evidence of energy and tact as a teacher. No. attend- 

‘ing, boys 3, girls 4, average attendance 6; No. attending to Reading 
7, Spelling 7, Arithmetic 6, Geography 6, Grammar 1. 

The fall term of five weeks was taught by Jesse C. Hill. I did 
not visit this school this term, but I understand the school was satis- 
factory to the district. No. attending, boys7, girls 4, average at- 
tendance 10; No. attending to Reading 11, Spelling 11, Arithmetic 7, 
Geography 6, Grammar 4. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


This district has had two terms, one of six weeks and the other 
of eleven weeks, both taught by Miss Louise V. George. Good and 
efficient work was done by both teacher and scholars and the exam- 
inations were creditable to both. No. attending first term, boys 2, 
girls 5, average attendance 6; No. attending to Reading 7, Spelling 7; 

Arithmetic 5, Geography 4, Grammar 2, Composition 2. 
No. attending second term, boys 6, girls 6, average attendance 11; 
No. attending to Reading 12, Spelling 12, Arithmetic 10, Geography 
7, Grammar 3, Composition 7. 
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DISTRICT NO. 9. 


The summer term of eight weeks was taught by Miss Nellie J. 
Clark with good success. I was much pleased with Miss Clark’s 
methods, and the school gave evidence of thorough and accurate 
training. No. attending, boys 6, girls 13; average attendance 16; No. 
attending to Reading 19, Spelling 19, Arithmetic 16, Geography 15, 
Grammar 10, History 2. , 


The winter term of fifteen weeks was taught by Miss Helen L. 
Smith who is one of our best teachers. Her energy and enthusiasm in 
the work made the school very successful, and a good degree of har- 
mony prevailed in the district. Miss Smith has a rare faculty of im- 
parting accurate knowledge and secures the best of order without 
apparent effort. No. attending, boys 9, girls 10; average attendance 
17; No. attending to Reading 19, Spelling 19, Arithmetic 17, Geogra- 
_ phy 10, Grammar 10, Composition 16, Drawing 10. 


DISTRICT NO. 12. 


The summer term of eight weeks and the winter term of eleven 
weeks were both taught by Miss Fannie B. Clark. The school ap- 
peared well and made good progress. The school-house in this dis- 
trict is unworthy of the wealth and prosperity of its inhabitants. It 
should be thoroughly repaired or a new one built. No. attending 
first term, boys 7, girls 9; average attendance 14; No. attending to 
Reading 16, Spelling 16, Arithmetic 10, Geography 7, Grammar 3. 

No. attending second term, boys 6, girls 7; average attendance 11; 
no. attending to Reading 13, Spelling 13, Arithmetic 8, Geography 4, 
Grammar 4. | 


Of the thirteen teachers who have taught during the year, exclu- 
sive of the Village district, nine have had the benefit of Normal train- 


ing. 
The average wages of teachers per month, including board, has. 
been $20.62. But this does not include the Village district. 


The whole amount of school money expended, incluing the Lit- 
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erary Fund and dog money, is $1878.21, which has been distributed 
among the several districts as follows: 


District No. 1, ‘ ‘ ; $162.28 
District No. 2, ; ; F 825.89 
District No. 3, ; ‘ : 137.61 
District No. 4, 78.85 
District No. 5, 71.98 
District No. 6, 184.62 
District No. 17, 60.43 
District No. 8, 89.56 
District No. 9, 130.94 
District No. 12, é ; i 123.38 
Union District with Bridgewater, . 12.67 


Number of children in town last April between five and fifteen 
years of age as returned by the Selectmen, boys 119, girls 105; total 
224. The whole number of scholars attending school during the year 
298; average attendance in summer 236; average attendance in winter 
240; average cost of schools per scholar $6.30. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


CHARLES A. JEWELL. 


Superintending School Committee of the town of Plymouth. 


Plymouth, March 1, 1880. 
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